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31¢ International Conference
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REAL CORP 2026

As urban and regional landscapes become more complex, planning is no longer a linear process. It is
adaptive, participatory, and often unpredictable. In urban and regional development, planning is both a
discipline and a gamble. This conference gathers thinkers and doers to navigate the space between vision
and reality — shaping futures one decision at a time.

For three decades, the REAL CORP conference series has been at the forefront of exploring the profound
impact of information and communication technologies (ICT) on urban and regional development. As we
navigate an era of unprecedented change, marked by rapid technological advancements, evolving
societal structures, and pressing environmental challenges, REAL CORP 2026 invites researchers,
practitioners, experts, activists and policymakers to contribute to the discourse on “Cherish Heritage, Plan
Now, Create a Better Future!”

We are witnessing a paradigm shift in how our cities and regions function, are planned, and are
experienced. From the pervasive influence of artificial intelligence and big data analytics to the
imperative of climate resilience and inclusive governance, urban and regional landscapes are undergoing
continuous metamorphosis. REAL CORP 2026 provides a vital platform to critically examine these
transformations, share innovative solutions, and collectively envision sustainable and equitable futures.

The REAL CORP 2026 research question is: does technology and especially Al really revolutionise
everything? Even CITIES, the biggest invention of mankind?

New technologies and especially Al lead to many changes in all aspects of life, including in cities and
regions and, of course, in planning processes. Still cities and regions are not primarily a playground for
“new technologies” but the main goal is to have sustainable, resilient and above all livable environments.
The soul of a livable future often lies in adequate density, adaptive reuse, green infrastructure, and places
where communities thrive, with eco-conscious urban design, human-scale architecture, and inclusive public
spaces!

All this has to be planned, created, maintained and eventually renewed.

Planning is always an effort of many contributors and planners have to be part of all urban planning
efforts — be it as experts, visionaries, strategists, co-ordinators, moderators and mediators, advocates and
sometimes opposers. LET'S PLAN TOGETHER!

REAL CORP conferences are held annually since 1996. Some hundred experts from around the world from the
fields of urban planning, smart cities, mobility and transport planning, information and communication
technologies, architecture, social and environmental sciences, real estate, GIS, surveying and remote sensing
and more meet to discuss the latest tasks and topics on urban planning, regional development and information
society in an international and extremely inferdisciplinary conference.

Between 150 and 180 expert lectures, presentations, round table discussions, workshops and small exhibitions
are offered on the conference days, composed by a traditional extensive social programme with informal
welcome, evening reception, tours to companies or to implemented urban solutions in the region etc.

Last update 24 January 2026




31° International Conference
on Urban Planning and
Regional Development in the
Information Society

KEYNOTES

KEYNOTES

DI Thomas MADREITER; Director of Planning, City of Vienna, AT
Planning Strategy of the City of Vienna

Prof. Dr. Piotr LORENS, University of Gdarisk, City Architect Gdarisk, PL
Tangible, Intangible, Imagined —Dealing with Heritage in Contemporary Participatory
Planning Processes

Prof. Dr. Dana MAWLOOD, Vision Education, Erbil, Kurdistan/Iraq
Keynot title t. b. a.

Prof. Dr. Ali A. ALRAOUF, Centre for Middle East Architecture and Urbanism Washington D.C., USA,
Advisor research and development at Qatar urban planning sector and Head of Urban Lab and Design Studio

Community-centered Urban Regeneration: The Narrative of Doha Traditional City Centre

Prof. Dr. Dushko BOGUNOVICH; Retired Professor of Urban Design, City Planning and Architecture,
Unitec Institute of Technology, Urban Design, Auckland, New Zealand
Decentralising the City: An Oxymoron or Imperative?

Navdeep HANJRA, Al Ula, Saudi Arabia
AlUla Transformation: A Vision for Regeneration and Community-Centric Development

Dr. Madina JUNUSSOVA, Dr. Chynara SAPAROVA, University of Central Asia, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan; Bishek, Kyrgyz Republic
Key Lessons from Building Urban Resilience in Central Asian Mountain Towns

Prof. Dr. Dara GOLUBOVIC MATlé, Union University Nikola Tesla, Belgrade, Serbia
Multi-Scale Environmental Assessment in Historic Urban Fabric

Prof. Arch. Dr. David CALAS, Studio Calas and FH Salzburg, AT
From Obsolescence to Transformation = Navigating Adaptive Reuse in Rural Areas
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SPECIAL TOPIC: Governance and Planning Approaches for Transforming Regions

Achieving transformative change remains one of the most pressing challenges for contemporary
governance approaches and spatial planning. As regions across Europe and beyond grapple with the
demands of decarbonisation, socio-ecological resilience, and economic restructuring, the question of how to
govern transformation processes becomes urgent. Sustainability-oriented policies and associated
governance and planning instruments thus provide new directions for regional strategies and local
practices. However, their translation into regional and local contexts raises complex issues of power,
responsibility, and institutional capacities.

This session invites contributions that critically explore the governance of transformations through regional
and place-based perspectives. In this context, the session focuses on the evolving roles of actorsand multi-
level governance approaches that shape place-making strategies, but also the tools, innovative
instruments, and new planning formats that foster transformative change. Of particular interest are
contributions addressing how research and practice intersect in the design and implementation of just
transition strategies, and how methodological and conceptual innovations can support more inclusive and
adaptive governance models.

We welcome theoretical, methodological, and empirical contributions that engage with:

e Regional governance and planning approaches for just and green transitions

e Transformative industrial strategies and institutional innovations

e Actors in transformative regional change and multi-level governance approaches
e Tools and instruments for regional transition planning and governance

e Methodological approaches bridging research and practice

e Practitioner experiences with local and regional transition strategies

By bringing together diverse perspectives from academia and practice, this session (will be held in
Englisch) aims to foster dialogue on how to make regional governance more capable, inclusive, and
transformative in steering sustainable futures.

Coordination:

U
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SPECIAL TOPIC: Housing Affordability

Over the last decade, housing affordability has become a key concern for households, policy makers,
planners alike. Escalating housing costs, stagnant real incomes, and structural shifts in housing systems have
made access to adequate and affordable housing increasingly unequal. This session invites contributions
that explore the drivers of housing (un)affordability, the role of housing policy and planning, and the
socio-spatial implications of these dynamics across different urban, regional, and national contexts.

The session seeks to foster dialogue between scholars examining affordability as both an economic and
spatial problem, and those addressing how planning interventions and housing policies can mitigate or
exacerbate affordability pressures.

By integrating insights across disciplines and scales, it aims to deepen our understanding of the complex
relationships between housing markets, planning, and policy. It seeks to advance the debate on how
planning and governance can effectively respond to the economic inequality and socio-spatial
consequences of affordability crises in contemporary housing systems.

Coordination:

iU
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PANEL DISCUSSION

EUROPE IS BECOMING THE SCHOOL OF THE WORLD -
HOW CAN THIS BE USED TO GENERATE SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC
GROWTH AND TECHNOLOGICAL LEADERSHIP?

Panelists:

Prof. Dr. Dietmar WIEGAND
TU Wien and Munich University of Digital Technologies and Applied Sciences

Prof. Dr. Dagmar CAGANOVA
Newton University; Prague, Czech Republic

Prof. Dr. Dana MAWLOOD
CEQ Vision Education; Erbil, Kurdistan/Iraq
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REAL CORP 2026 TIMELINE (MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGES)

Day O — Sunday, 22 March 2026

16:00-18:00 Guided City Tour*
18:30-19:30 Informal REAL CORP 2026 Welcome Reception, Ice Breaking™

Day 1 = Monday, 23 March 2026

08:00-09:00 Arrival, registration

09:00-10:30 Conference Opening

10:30-12:00 Keynotes

12:00-13:00 Walk through Otto-Wagner-Areal
13:00-14:00 Lunch Break

14:00-15:30 Keynotes

15:30-16:00 Coffee break

16:00-17:30 Presentations and Workshops, Parallel Sessions
18:00-20:00 City tour in a vintage tram*

Day 2 — Tuesday, 24 March 2026

09:30-11:00 Presentations and Workshops, Parallel Sessions
11:00-11:30 Coffee break

11:30-13:00 Presentations and Workshops, Parallel Sessions
13:00-14:00 Lunch Break

14:00-14:30 Keynote after Lunch

14:30-16:00 Presentations and Workshops, Parallel Sessions
16:00-16:30 Coffee Break

16:30-18:00 Presentations and Workshops, Parallel Sessions
afterwards REAL CORP 2026 Evening Reception

Day 3 — Wednesday, 25 March 2026

09:30-11:00 Presentations and Workshops, Parallel Sessions
11:00-11:30 Coffee break

11:30-13:00 Presentations and Workshops, Parallel Sessions
13:00-14:00 Lunch break

14:00-15:30 Presentations and Workshops, Parallel Sessions
15:30-16:00 Coffee break

16:00-17:30 Presentations and Workshops, Parallel Sessions
afterwards REAL CORP 2026 Closing, informal farewell reception

*) participants are asked to sign up via MY.CORP (detailed information is going to be sent via e-mail).
Timeline may be subject to changes.

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION

To register for REAL CORP 2026, please visit our website www.corp.at or go directly to our registration
portal https://my.corp.at
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