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Recovery and Resilience Facility: 672.5 bn Euro

Céline Gauer, Head of the Recovery and Resilience Task Force at the European Commission’s Directorate 
General, at Urban Mobility Days 

“Bike lanes are exactly the kinds of investments we 
want to see through the Recovery and Resilience 

Facility. They create 30 % more jobs in construction 
than conventional road projects”,



Frankreich

Vorteil Radverkehr:

Relativ schnell 

umsetzbar!

1.2 Mrd Euro for 
Radverkehr und Öffis



www.ecf.com

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR ATTENTION       



Europäischer Fonds für
Regionalentwirklung (EFRE)/

Kohäsionsfonds 2021 - 2027



2007-2013

in billion Euros

2014-2020 

in billion Euros

Road 42.6 29.6 

Rail 23.1 18.6

transfer from Cohesion Fund to 

Connecting Europe Facility
(11.3)

Seaports 3.1 2.4

Airports 1.6 0.4

Cycling/walking 0.7 2.0

Inland waterways 0.4 0.8

Urban transport 8.1 12.7

ITS 1.0 2.0

Multi-modal transport 1.8 1.7

TOTAL 82.5 70.1 (81.4)



ECF country guides 

A detailed step-by-step manual 
on how to access more EU 
funding for cycle investments 
from ERDF and CF during next 
MFF 2021 - 2027

PUM meeting

06/10/2020



BREAKDOWN OF THE NEW EU BUDGET







National Recovery and 

Resilience Plan



Flagship investments and Investment modules

• 7 flagship investments, including “Recharge and 
refuel“ – specific focus on “smart and sustainable 
mobility” 

• Flagship further elaborated in investment 
component: “Clean, smart and fair urban mobility”



“Clean, smart and fair urban mobility”- Challenges 

 Carbon footprint of transport : “The reduction of X% transport-related GHG
emissions does not only require the replacement of road-transport fleets but
also game-changing technology and infrastructure transformations and the
transition towards other modes of transport, such as trains, trams, active
modes of transport, etc.”

 Air pollution

 Congestion

 Country-specific recommendations



“Clean, smart and fair urban mobility”- Objectives 

 Twin-transition (“Green and digital”)

 Jobs and growth

 Social resilience: “Investing in active mobility (walking and cycling, also encouraging
multimodal connection with public transport e.g. through bike parking facilities at metro
stations) will further improve public health thanks to increased levels of physical activity. This
can decrease obesity levels and contribute to preventing cancer, hypertension and other
chronic diseases.” … “Clean and smart public transport and improved infrastructure for active
transport will protect vulnerable road users. It will help to increase road safety and reduce the
number of people injured in accidents and of fatalities.”



“Clean, smart and fair urban mobility”- Reforms 

1. Create the framework for cities/agglomerations to adopt and implement
individual Sustainable Urban Mobility Plans (SUMP).

2. Progressively phase out the most polluting vehicles in most polluted urban
areas.

3. Support the deployment of sustainable shared mobility services.

4. Simplify and harmonize permitting procedures for alternative fuels
infrastructure.



“Clean, smart and fair urban mobility”- Investments

1. Create a subsidy scheme to allow cities/agglomerations to procure smart, safe and clean
public transport fleets, and their related infrastructure, as well as publicly accessible
recharging/refuelling points for private and commercial zero and low emissions vehicles.
Funding will be limited to investments included in SUMPs and conditional on complying with
strictly specified public procurement rules. This investment builds on Reform 1.

2. Introduce a scrapping scheme for the most polluting vehicles. The scheme will provide
incentives to give up older and ‘dirtier’ vehicles, in exchange of mobility services, such as
collective transport passes, allowances to purchase bicycles or zero or low emission vehicles.
This investment enhances the effects of Reform 2.



Timeline

Proposal for 

Regulation 

establishing a 

Recovery and 

Resilience Facility

(RFF)

(May 2020);

+ EC guidance of 

flagship 

investments and 

investment 

components

Official 

agreement: by 

end of April 

2021

As of October 14: 

Member States can 

submit their 

unofficial draft 

national recovery 

and resilience  plans 

to Commission

Member States 

can submit their 

official draft 

national recovery 

plans to 

Commission

Awaiting final 

agreement on 

Regulation 

(early 2021)



Poland

• 50 % more cycling in Polish cities since COVID-19: “The new needs of citizens must be followed by 
infrastructure investments so that everyone can reach their destinations safely and comfortably.”

• 14 out of 16 Polish regions recognized cycle projects as crucial for rebuilding regional economies and 
strengthening resilience to COVID-19 and submitted cycling-related proposals to the draft Polish National Recovery 
and Resilience Plan. 

• Podkarpackie Voivodship: PLN 1.5 billion (EUR ~ 340 million)

• Wielkopolskie Voivodship: PLN 300 million (EUR ~ 67 million)

https://ecf.com/news-and-events/news/ireland-will-invest-10-total-transport-capital-budget-cycling

https://ecf.com/news-and-events/news/ireland-will-invest-10-total-transport-capital-budget-cycling


ECF recommendations

1. Infrastructure investments: a minimum of 10 % of transport capital investments should be earmarked
for cycling. Ireland has already committed to such a target in its coalition agreement.

2. E-bike access fund: In case there are plans to create mobility purchase incentives, including
scrappage car schemes, these have to be extended to (electric) bicycles. 10 % of the overall fund to
cycling.

3. Bicycle tourism: The tourism sector is among the hardest hit economic sectors. Jobs in the bicycle
tourism sector are long-term sustainable jobs mostly in rural areas, and for all levels of qualification.

i. Provide and signpost high-quality, safe and direct cycle routes;

ii. Develop cycle-friendly services, amenities and concepts to attract and cater for increasing numbers
of cycle tourists;

iii. Promote cycle tourism and European cities and regions as cycle tourism destinations;

https://ecf.com/news-and-events/news/ireland-will-invest-10-total-transport-capital-budget-cycling

https://ecf.com/news-and-events/news/ireland-will-invest-10-total-transport-capital-budget-cycling



